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Spirit officials, players and fans left North Sydney 
Oval last Friday week feeling euphoric after inflicting 
one of the heaviest defeats on Marconi in the last 
decade. 

But, now is the time they must get down and get 
dirty. 

Last Sunday's clash with Sydney Olympic (equal 
fourth on 24 points after Round 15), tonight's clash 
with Perth (outright second with 27 points) and 
Friday's match-up with Sydney United (outright third 
on 26 points) means that the Spirit will have played 
four matches in three weeks against four clubs who 
sit above them on the Ericsson Cup ladder. 

That's right, the honeymoon is over! 

Spirit coach Graham Arnold is obviously hoping 
that the form the side has shown coming into sucha 
monumental test of character will continue its 
upward spiral. 

He will also be hoping that the goals will flow as 
freely as they did when the Spirit scored four against 
Marconi and three in the second half against the 
Adelaide Sharks to post their most impressive wins 
of the season. 

Interestingly, the Spirit was beaten by Olympic 
(2-0 at home), Perth (2-0 in Perth) and Sydney 
United (1-0 at Edensor Park) when they met earlier. 

So there is a good deal of pride at stake. And 
while the Spirit had excuses for all three losses, 
excuses are no longer accepted, so "Arnie's Army" 
will be determined to gain maximum points over this 
testing period. 

Perth Glory were the competition frontrunners for 
Many weeks, but they are showing signs that the 
pressure on them is starting to tell. 

Not unlike the Spirit, Glory have a legion of fans 
who flock to their home games and nothing short of 
victory is tolerated. 

Perhaps then, Arnold will be regretting the fact 
that the Glory suffered an inglorious loss to 
Wollongong Wolves in Round 15 when an own goal 
was enough to get the Wolves home 1-0. 

And while the Glory are sitting pretty in second 


Spot on the ladder, they too realise that one or two 
losses could have them sitting outside the top six in 
what is a very top-heavy Ericsson Cup table. 

Perth, like many teams in this league, have a 
questionable record away from home - but it only 
takes a regular victory away from home to secure a 
coveted top six spot. 

‘As Arnold maintains, it is imperative to win 90 per 
cent of home games and away wins are considered a 
bonus. 

While scoring goals at North Sydney Oval has 
been a Spirit bugbear prior to the Marconi match, 
Perth have not had such problems, averaging over 
two goals per match in their first 14 appearances and 
they boast the lethal John Markovski up front, who 
has slotted home nine of the Glory's goals to date. 

Markovski and the likes of Bobby Despotovski, 
Gavan Wilkinson, Gareth Naven, Scott Miller, Troy 
Halpen and Con Boutsianis form the nucleus of a 
Perth team who can punish a leaky defence and will 
be eager to atone for their recent drop in form. 

But the Spirit defence has been solid all season, 
and again look for a strong game from big Paul 
Bilokapic, who terrorised Marconi, and also Luke 
Casserly. Both players have plenty to show the Glory 
after inglorious send-offs in their round two clash in 
Perth. 

Coach Arnold has probably added three extra 
Seasons to his career on the strength of his 
performances at sweeper - his ability to read the 
game is second to none. 

Robbie Slater is also relishing the move to striker, 
even though he admits he wasn't happy with the 
switch earlier, and his goal against 
Marconi suggests many more will 
follow. 

Kresimir Marusic also continues 
to poach goals for the Spirit, while 
young striker Daniel Watkins 
showed great maturity to set up a 
goal for Marusic and slot home the 
sole second-half goal against 
Marconi. 
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and down the touchline, defending at one end 
while banging over crosses at the other end, 
Casserly's versatility guarantees him a start each 
week in coach Graham Arnold's ever changing 
line-up. 

Casserly's international ambitions remain 
unfulfilled with just a single Socceroo cap and an 
excursion with the Olyroos to Atlanta in 1996 to 
cherish. 

Yet he remains the consummate club 
professional. 

At only 25 years of age, Casserly was targeted 
by the Spirit because of his high work rate and 
his vast experience, having had seven seasons at 
Marconi - where he played under five different 
coaches - which brought one national soccer 
league crown and a runners-up spot to confirm 
his status as the local boy made good. 

"| still live just a couple of streets away from 
Marconi's Bossley Park home base and have a 


whole heap of friends there," Casserly explained. 
"After making 115 appearances, | was their 
longest serving player when | left to join the 
Spirit. 

“However, | have no regrets. It was time for a 
new challenge and it's been a tremendous move 
for me." 


is another reason we have such a good defensive 
record," Arnold says. 

"Our poor form with injuries and suspensions 
have been alleviated somewhat by Luke's ability 
to handle the grind of playing week-in and week- 

out and also perform at a high level consistently. 

"During the next few weeks as we face the 
prospect of four games in three weeks I'll need 
him in there doing the hard yakka - just as he 


always does." 
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™:  LONG-LOCKED Luke Casserly may carry the Pea : ea 
= Needless to say, the 4-o annihilation of his than ever after being liberated by player-coach 
: nickname of Shaggy - but he's actually former buddies at North Sydney Oval in Round Graham Arnold from the shackles of defensive 
hay 15 was particularly poignant for Casserly. drudgery. 
a the Spirit's answer to Clark Kent. "It was confirmation that we have "Sure, | still have to make tackles and chase 
z arrived as a force in this league," _ back but I've been given a licence to get forward 
: he added. “Everything just and try and create something with my crossing, 
fags Dependable, resolute and durable, the former clicked for us. We finally did and that's been a huge bonus for me," adds 
$ Marconi wing-back might sport the same what we've been threatening to Casserly. 
> : hairstyle as the kooky cartoon character from do for quite some time - score a "The support of our followers has also given us 
gq: Scooby Doo - but that's where any similarities few goals. a lift. It's amazing what playing in front of 
$end. "And to dispose of a team like  15,000-plus crowds can do for you. It's a real 
Q: More mobile than a top-of-the-range Mercedes, Marconi with such ease was icing _ adrenalin rush for the players." 
3 Casserly has missed just one match all season - on the cake for me." Coach Arnold has nothing but praise for 
: and that through suspension - ironically against Casserly professes Casserly. 
= 3 tonight's visitors Perth Glory. to be enjoying "He's an integral part of the team. A lot of our 
ma: Apart from his unwavering ability to burst up the game attack revolves around Luke and his high workrate 
Ps 


NORTHERN SPIRIT NEXT HOME GAME: 
Friday January 29th, 7.30pm, 

v Sydney United at North Sydney Oval 

NORTHERN SPIRIT NEXT AWAY GAME: 

Saturday February 6th, 7.0opm, v Brisbane Strikers at Suncorp Stadium 


NOTE: Spirit’s home game v Carlton now played SUNDAY FEB 14, 5.oopm 
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The Auckland Kings are coming, and | for one am 
delighted. 


The board of Soccer Australia has accepted the 
entry of the Kings into next season’s competition, 
despite strong internal opposition. That opposition 
is not unanimous, as has been suggested, but 
certainly the majority of the 15 clubs in the Ericsson 
Cup are opposed to this unwanted newcomer. 


But let’s not forget, many of these same clubs : 
were also opposed to both Perth Glory and : 
Northern Spirit, and thank goodness we didn’t < 
listen to them then. 


It is also worth noting that the wu 


staunchest critics of Auckland are 


KIWI TEAM GETS ERICSSON CUP START. 


Certainly an Auckland-based side in the NSL 
would help New Zealand’s emerging talent, and, 
yes, that would eventually flow on to benefit the 
national team. 


But a strong All Whites side is good for football 
in the region - how many times have we heard 
complaints by Australian officials and coaches that 
Oceania football is a joke? 

Well you can’t have it both ways, and the 
Socceroos need to be regularly tested by New 
Zealand at World Cup level in order to be better 

prepared for the next stage of the campaign. 


TH, Beating the All Whites easily in the 
[% y, last two campaigns hasn’t exactly 


those who have the most to lose - Se A got us anywhere, has it? 
the traditional ethnic-based Zz Zz The Kings are said to be well- 
clubs whose long-term survival (SS AS funded. They will be playing out 
: in the NSL must be in doubt. = PZ ZS of the modern 25,000-seat North 
asta Essentially, the arguments Jy EF Harbour Stadium at Albany, on 


against the Kings are twofold - ZB 
they will raise the costs (because CY 
of airfares), and they will strengthen 

the quality of the New Zealand national 
team. ; 


In the first case, there is no question that flying 
to Auckland from Adelaide or Perth is an expensive 
business. 


But consider another option - when the Kings : 
come in, perhaps some under-performing clubs < 
might go out. That is certainly the hope of Soccer : 
Australia - that a strong club might replace a weak : 
one. And it would definitely help to trim the costs of : : 
Auckland’s arrival. 

On the second issue, the argument is totally 
narrow-minded. Put simply, if Australia can’t beat 
New Zealand, then we don’t deserve to go to the 
World Cup. 


the city’s northern outskirts. They 
> NS will utilise a largely untapped pool 


ae] Cocke ew of talent, thereby not diluting existing 


playing standards. And, by the way, they 

are also paying $1 million for the privilege of 
joining the league. 

These are the reasons why the Kings will be an 


: important addition to the NSL, albeit at this point 


as the 16th team. 

Inthe long-run, of course, the league will have to 
be streamlined. 

But when that happens the Kings - representing 
a city of nearly one million people and a nation of 
over three million - will still be there. And that’s 
why we should welcome them with open arms. 


* Michael Cockerill is a sportswriter for The Sydney 
Morning Herald and a commentator for Sports Australia. 
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Inside your nearest Monier PGH selection centre, you'll find thousands of 


ideas for the outside of your home. 


And they're all free. Discover inspiring displays of PGH bricks and pavers. 
And Monier tiles. See walls, paved areas and roofs built to full scale so you 
can get a better idea of what things will look like and what can be achieved. 
Co-ordinate your design ideas and colours with trained consultants. Find 
solutions you wouldn't have thought possible. And because Monier PGH is all 
about choice, there’s no hard sell. Just lots of free advice to help you build 


your dreams. 
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The Northern Spirit 
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On the second issue, the argument is totally : 
narrow-minded. Put simply, if Australia can’t beat : 
New Zealand, then we don’t deserve to go to the ; 
World Cup. : 


Certainly an Auckland-based side in the NSL 
would help New Zealand’s emerging talent, and, 
yes, that would eventually flow on to benefit the 
national team. 

But a strong All Whites side is good for football 
in the region - how many times have we heard 
complaints by Australian officials and coaches that 


= Oceania football is a joke? 


Well you can’t have it both ways, and the 
Socceroos need to be regularly tested by New 
Zealand at World Cup level in order to be better 

prepared for the next stage of the campaign. 


Beating the All Whites easily in the 
last two campaigns hasn’t exactly 
‘% got us anywhere, has it? 

The Kings are said to be well- 
funded. They will be playing out 
of the modern 25,000-seat North 
Harbour Stadium at Albany, on 

the city’s northern outskirts. They 

AS will utilise a largely untapped pool 

“ of talent, thereby not diluting existing 

playing standards. And, by the way, they 

are also paying $1 million for the privilege of 
joining the league. 

These are the reasons why the Kings will be an 


: important addition to the NSL, albeit at this point 


as the 16th team. 

Inthe long-run, of course, the league will have to 
be streamlined. 

But when that happens the Kings - representing 
a city of nearly one million people and a nation of 
over three million - will still be there. And that’s 
why we should welcome them with open arms. 


* Michael Cockerill is a sportswriter for The Sydney 
Morning Herald and a commentator for Sports Australia. 
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orthern Spirit player-coach Graham 
Nievsc was entitled to go to last 
Tuesday's training session and lap up the 
euphoria that was no doubt emanating from the 
dressing sheds. 

While undoubtedly chuffed after the Spirit's 4-0 
drubbing of Marconi, he issued his squad with a 
succinct warning: “Don't get carried away with 
what we achieved against Marconi". 

Arnold was entitled to gloat over the Spirit's 
greatest performance in the fledgling club's short 
history, but he knows that the season is only half 
over and the pressure is on to maintain the rage. 

"I told the boys that | was ecstatic with their 
performance against Marconi, but to put it into 
perspective, | now know what they are capable of 
producing and | expect a similar level of 
commitment each week," Arnold said. 

The pressure was on the Spirit. A chronic 
shortage of goals throughout the season has 
made the trip to North Sydney Oval a frustrating 
experience on many an occasion. 

Spirit Chairman Remo Nogarotto also made it 
clear the club was looking to Crystal Palace to 
supply an attacking player who could end the goal 
drought, But, there must be second-thoughts after 
the Spirit's attacking forces combined so 
brilliantly. 

Four goals from four different players is always a 
sign that a side is combining well - and as has 
been the case throughout the season, the Spirit 
kept up its outstanding defensive record. 

Marconi were forced into many a long-range 


ae 


shot, but young goalkeeper Paul Henderson was 
rarely called upon to make a save of note, which 
sums up the coolness under pressure the Spirit 
defence maintained. 

Arnold was hard-pressed trying to find any 
negatives from the match. 

“The boys showed controlled aggression and a 
level of passion that has probably been 
unequalled," the coach said. “Before the game | 
told the boys that | had been warned on numerous 
occasions how aggressive Marconi would be and 


Paul Bilokapic, coach Graham Arnold and Mark Rudan celebrate their emphatic win over Marconi. 
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that we would be in for our toughest match so far 
this season. 

"But, | had a look around the dressing room and 
told the boys that we have a side which has the size 
and pace to match it with any club in the league. 
Look at guys like Paul Bilokapic and Mark Rudan - 
they are young, fit and are not lacking in size and 
strength." 

The Spirit, with Bilokapic and Rudan in particular, 
came out breathing fire and in the opening 15 
minutes the Spirit won numerous 50-50 balls, took 


control of possession and invariably took control of 
the match. 

"To see Bilokapic chase relentlessly for the ball 
fired eveyone else up in the first 30 minutes. We 
controlled possession and thankfully we started to 
find the back of the net," Arnold added. 

Many of the goal-starved Spirit fans would have 
thought they were at the wrong ground at halftime 
when the home team were 3-0 up. 

English recruit lan Crook showed his class to find 
Bilokapic from a free kick. Robbie Slater blasted 
home the second in great fashion and Kresimir 
Marusic found the net after good lead-up work from 
Daniel Watkins. 

Crook aggravated his troublesome knee, but 
Arnold has no doubts about his value to the team, 
despite the fact that he has had limited time on the 
field. 

“Just having 'Crooky’ on the pitch inspires every 
player in the team. He is respected by the boys so 
much and his encouragement and his ability to 
direct play even when he doesn't have the ball is 
invaluable," Arnold revealed. 

Young striker Daniel Watkins, deputising for 
Clayton Zane who was in camp with the Olyroos, 
also earned praise from his coach. 

“Watkins came up to me after the match to ask if | 
was happy with his game. | said: ‘You scored one 
goal and set up another, so I'm pretty happy with 
your effort',” Arnold said. 

"Our effort against Marconi makes all the trials 
and tribulations worthwhile," the coach summed up. 
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PLEASE NOTE: Spirit’s home game v Carlton now played Sunday Feb 14, 5.oopm at North Sydney Oval 19 | 


¢ Northern Spirit 4 (Paul Bilokapic 23min, Robbie Slater 
28min, Kresimir Marusic 4omin, Daniel Watkins 
85min) defeated Marconi o at North Sydney Oval. 
Crowd: 17,507. 

Newcastle Breakers 1 (J Buonavoglia 74min) defeated 
Brisbane Strikers o at Breakers Stadium. Crowd: 
4,653. 

¢ Sydney Olympic 2 (N Tome imin, P Cardozo 55min) 
defeated Adelaide City 1 (B Hassell 88min) at Belmore 
Sports Ground. Crowd: 3117. 

© Carlton 4 (j Tricarico 36min, A Moreira 47min, 61 min, 
A Marth 65min) defeated Melbourne Knights 2 (I Kelic 
42min, Z Susa 88min) at Optus Oval. Crowd: 4,590. 

© Gippsland Falcons 1 (L Osman 83min) drew with 
Canberra Cosmos 1 (P Buljan 43min) at Mobil Park, 
Gippsland. Crowd: 1460. 

Sydney United 2 (M Santalab 87min, M Sterjovski 
89min) defeated Adelaide Sharks 1 (D Poimer 46min) 
at Hindmarsh Stadium, Adelaide, Crowd: 2,316. 


—2 Please note: Due to early deadlines, Round 16 


4 information is not available, but all information will i 
. be updated in Friday's program for the clash with | ° Wollongong Wolves 1 (D Hay own goal 77min) 
— Sydney United. defeated Perth Glory o at Perth Oval. Crowd: 14,826. 
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KEY © Matches started o Matches as substitute 

* Indicates Yellow Card * Indicates Red Card ‘Indicates 
Goal Scored NOTE A league and Northern Spirit 
Appearances and Goals updated each round. 
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ure | A Ni Favourite overseas club: 
: R ——_-————— Barcelona 
tr eee Bes a Favourite player: 
fe C rR Oo OK B Michael Platini 
Best advice: 
Enjoy the good times because there are 
: many low points to endure 
ahi Pet football hate: 
Bad referees 
postin: Superstitions: 
j a er /Migatbeld Too many to mention 


Favourite football memory: 
Beating Bayern Munich 2-1 in Munich in 
a EUFA Cup match with Norwich 
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i Football ambitions: 
: To win the Ericsson Cup 
; Hobbies/Interests: 
: Place of Birth: Golf and snooker 
London Favourite food: 
5 Sunday roast dinner 
Previous clubs: i : Favourite drink: 
‘Tottenham Hotspur, Norwich City, Lucozade 
Sanfrecce Hiroshima = Favourite TV show: 
Rep honours: © 3 Only Fools and Horses 
5 Full Internationals for England — = Favourite movie: 
bs Biggest influence: 4 A Few Good Men 
£8 Doug Liver mare (x-Spurs manager). Favourite music: 
Biggest disappointment: ay Easy listening 


Losing two FA Cup si i-finals and 4 Four dream guests at a dinner party: 
> Seen ie English Demi Moore, Teri Hatcher, Dani Behr 


Premlenypasue ag. ge and a crate of Heineken 
ag 
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“Smarter” 
Living 


Sexy balls. Sexy soccer 


Imagine... 


You arrive home. The remote control on your key 
ring turns on the outdoor lights and opens the 
garage door from the comfort of your car. 


You walk inside. The entry, hallway and kitchen lights 
switch on. Chosen rooms are already heated, or 
cooled because the air conditioning was 
automatically turned on an hour before you got 
home. 


Your pool pump is on. Your garden watering system 
will soon be activated. 


Sexy, yes! 
But it’s what’s on 
the inside that counts!! 


<“_—> 
LATEx 


PERFORMANCE 
—s 


In fact, the only thing Oscar hasn't done for you is 
set the table and pour you a drink. 


Using Australian designed technology, Oscar 
provides centralised management of lights and 
accessories in the home through one control panel. 
Itis also an effective intruder alarm. 


C@NTREL 2 OSCAT 


AD 


For further information contact 
HPM on 1800 807 000. 


Only LATEX bladders provide TOTAL 
ball PERFORMANCE and POWER 


Only MITRE'S BALANCED backing system provides 
unmatched CONTROL and ACCURACY. 


AVAILABLE AT YOUR LOCAL SPORTS OUTLET. 


Australian Distributors: Australia’s Power Brands Pty Ltd, 
PO Box 876, Rosebery, NSW 1445. 
Telephone: (02) 9669 5800. Fax: (02) 9669 5933. 


NORTH SYDNEY games 
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Now when you become a member of 
NORTH SYDNEY LEAGUES CLUB, 
you also become a member of THE NEW 
SEAGULLS CLUB at West Tweed Heads! 


BECOME A MEMBER OF BOTH 
CLUBS NOW FOR ONLY $10 


*TOP ENTERTAINMENT *MEMBERS' DISCOUNTS 
*RESTAURANTS. *POKIE PROMOTIONS 


*SPORTING FACILITIES BARS AND MORE 


NORTH SYDNEY LEAGUES CLUB 
12 Abbott Street. Cammeray 
PHONE: (02) 9466 8888 
THE NEW SEAGULLS CLUB 


Gollan Dr, West Tweed Heads 
PHONE: (07) 5536 3433 


lotto 


Italian Sports Design 


OFFICIAL 


SOCCER-BOOT 
SPONSOR 


OF THE 


NORTHERN SPIRIT 


STAR , PAUL ee Favourite player: 
S POT B | LOKAPIC Igor Stamic 


Best advice: 
; % Listen and work hard at what you do 
ee oe , ea! : Pet football hate: 
By Lazy players 
a: Position: ‘ 
<] Centre midfield  ,f/ , Superstitions: 
; : f None 
: Height: 
° : 194m i er : Favourite football memory: 
: Weight: . Croatia finishing third in the World Cup 
=i : ' 
— és 86kg LS Football ambitions: 
a os j S Se z To play at the highest level 
AN 8-8-76 : Hobbies/Interests: 
= | . % bee 
ef Place of Birth: ie Rugby league 
< : Sydney : Favourite food: 
al : McDonalds 
; Previous clubs: Favourite drink: 
ee Sydney Slee Hadjuk Split Aosta) Coke 
Rep honouts: : Favourite TV show: 
a 2 Full Internationals, Australian U U/17, Fresh Princdloepelaiy 
. U/20 and U23 representative. : 
r Bigseer Abence:¢ : = Favourite movie: 
a ee 1E 
2 My family = Boyz 'N' Hood 
Favourite music: 
Two Pac 


Four dream guests at a dinner party: 
Favourite overseas club: Al Pacino, Pamela Anderson, Mike 
~ Barcelona, Hadjuk Spli 


it 4 Tyson and my future wife. 


Autograph: 


Increase 


productivity 
and profitability = 


The Incredible PC. 
Built by Incredible 
Home Office Sales 
and Rental to satisfy 
= the home computer 


for your home user. With packages that offer incredible 


business with 


value and backed by Incredible Home Office 


Sales and Rental’s service and reliability, you'll 


Incredible value find it an Incredible PC too. 


PC packages * 


INCREDIBLE 


4 George Place, Artarmon, 


NSW 2064. 


Tel (02) 9427 8444, 
Fax (02) 9418 3399. 


¢ Campbelltown: (02) 4627 1844 

Collaroy: 9971 6324 

% Drummoyne: 9719 8011 
Maroubra: 9344 7022 

@ Northbridge: 9958 6707 

# Parramatta: 9683 6066 

@ Penri 02) 4721 0622 
Punchbowl: 9759 6144 

@ Taren Point: 9524 5666 

Turramurra: 9988 3855 


LIVERPOOL 
OPENING EARLY 1999! 


REGIONAL SHOWROOMS 
Canberra: (02) 6280 6080 
4 Central Coast: (02) 4365 1948 
4 Maitland: (02) 4934 5833 
# Orange: (02) 6361 9366 
# Wollongong: (02) 4225 9144 


cok IAL DIVISION 
¢ Lidcombe: 9737 9300 


ffice 


SALES & RENTAL 


Tilecraft Ceramics offers a comprehensive range of 
exclusive ceramic tiles from around the world. 


Wall and floor tiles, terracotta, porcelain, 
exclusive hand painted borders and feature tiles 
come together under one roof, together with an 

unparalleled range of tools, adhesives and sealers. 


Tilecraft’s Highly trained showroom staff can 
assist you in colour co-ordination, product 
knowledge and technical and fixing advice. 


TILECRAFT 
CERAMICS 


E-mail: marketing@tilecraft.com.au www.tilecraft.com.au 


John PEROSH 
Eddy BOSNAR 

lan CROOK 

Mark RUDAN 

Luke CASSERLY 
Kresimir MARUSIC 
Robbie SLATER 
Graham ARNOLD 
Gabriel MENDEZ 
Troy CRANNEY 
James STUBBS-MILLS 
Philip MOSS 

Tony PERINICH 
Daniel WATKINS 
Paul BILOKAPIC 
Paul WEARNE 
Clayton ZANE 
Peter BLAZINCIC 
Michael CUNICO 
Paul HENDERSON 
Matthew LANGDON 
Robert ENES 
Adam SNYDER 


Adem PORIC 


111| TroyCRANNEY sd 
 12| James STUBBS-MILLS | 


Philip MOSS 


# 14| Tony PERINICH 


Peter BLAZINCIC 


|21| Michael CUNICO _ i 
|23| Matthew LANGDON | 


5| RobertENES ssi 


| TroyHALPIN___ 
frou strupwick 
bobby Desrorovsk! 
__Vosco TRPCEVSKI 


Vinko BULJUBASIC 


H . | Gareth NAVEN _ | 


Scott MILLER __ A: 


_- | James AFKOS — 


= | John MARKOVSKI 

| 
| 
: 


PERTH GLO 


Queenslander who made his NSL 
debut with Canberra Cosmos. Had a spell in German 


Bundesliga last season before coming home. The ; 


Glory had to beat a host of clubs to sign the best of 
the new generation of Aussie keepers. 


Socceroo wingback renowned 
for his pace, power, and venemous shot. Great 
crosser of the ball, has been hampered by injury. 


Strapping young defender 
recruited out of the local league this season. Injuries 
have given him a chance, and has proved adaptable 
by playing out wide when called upon. 


New Zealand defender, a 
converted midfielder, and a former player-of-the- 


year for the Glory. His understanding with Kiwi ! 


colleague Danny Hay is the foundation of the side. 


Former championship-winner 
with Melbourne Knights, a talented sweeper who 
tried to break into Belgian football with Lokeren 
during the off-season. Broke his leg early in the 
season. 


Captain courageous, all-action 
midfielder, and a leader in every sense of the word. 


Naven had a brief spell at Adelaide City before j strong, but also good with the ball. A contract this 


retuning to WA and the relative obscurity of state 
league football. The advent of the Glory has given 
him a new lease of life. 

Exciting left-sided player with plenty 
of pace and capable of scoring spectacular goals. 

Hugely talented playmaker who was 
called up for the Socceroos almost as soon as he left 
his hometown club, Newcastle Breakers. Deadly at 
set-pieces. 


Perhaps the most underrated 


footballer in the country. Scorer of many timely ! 


goals with his innate ability to get into the box 
without being followed. Nice touch, good skills and 
great engine. 


Big crowd favourite at Perth 
Oval, the Yugoslav-born striker began his NSL career 
with Gippsland Falcons before returning to the west. 
Skilful, intelligent and an expert at winding up 
defenders. 


Former youth international who 
made his NSL debut with Preston before drifting out 


of the limelight with spells in the Victorian premier 
league and Portuguese second division. Has 
struggled to win a spot in the side. 


Talented young wing back whose 
season has been plagued by injury. 


Made his NSL debut as a 15- 
year-old, now at his ninth club in a career beset by 
weight problems and problems with his attitude. 
Revitalised last year at Carlton, and has continued 
his renaissance at Perth. Incredibly talented - 


j powerful in the air, has a soft first touch and strikes 


the ball harder than any player in the country. 
Under-23 international, prefers 


{the left side, has a high workrate and good skills. 


Now returning to fitness after a dreadful run of 
injuries, 

Dead-ball specialist, with a 
happy knack of scoring vital goals, including the 
winner for South Melbourne in last season’s grand 
final. One of the best uncapped players in the 
country. 


Nippy, lively striker with a 
reputation for scoring spectacular goals. Had spells 
in England with Birmingham City and Stockport 
County. This is his second stint with the Glory. 


Gifted New Zealand defender, 
equally at home as marker or stopper. Tall and 


season with Crewe was sabotaged by work permit 
problems. 


Promising youngster who can play 
in midfield or out wide, used mainly off the bench 


, this season. 


Vastly experienced goalkeeper, 
former Socceroo, and good mate of Graham Arnold 
since their junior days together at Sutherland. 


Cousin of John, former youth 
international who had a three-year spell with 
Nottingham Forest but never 
made the first team. His third 
spell at the club after repeated 
attempts to win another contract 
in England. 


Local defender 
recently brought into the squad 
as cover. Knocked back an offer to 
join Melbourne Knights earlier 
this season. 


